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FORMER LIBERAL–NATIONAL GOVERNMENT — DEBT LEVEL 
730. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the previous Liberal–National government’s legacy of record debt, which this government is determined 
to bring down. Can the Treasurer outline to the house the impact of this legacy and can he advise whether the 
legacy was a result of — 

(a) a lack of horsepower of the second-term Barnett government ministers and an inability to deal 
with things that the former Premier said were simple; 

(b) a royalties for regions program that the former Premier described as “marginal and overindulgent”; 

Point of Order 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The member is asking for an opinion. 
The SPEAKER: I did not hear that. Do you want to ask the question again, member for Girrawheen? 
Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes, I will start at the beginning! 
The SPEAKER: No, just the last bit! 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Ms M.M. QUIRK: Can the Treasurer outline to the house the impact of this legacy and can he advise whether the 
legacy was a result of — 

(a) a lack of horsepower of the second-term Barnett government ministers and an inability to deal 
with things that the former Premier said were simple; 

(b) a royalties for regions program that the former Premier described as “marginal and overindulgent”; 
(c) a stimulus package that the now Leader of the Opposition said we could not afford; or 
(d) all of the above? 

The SPEAKER: Member, may I just say that when asking a question, we would like them to be a lot thinner than 
that. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: I will remember next time. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, member. 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I can indeed advise the house, although I must admit it is a bit of a brainteaser whether it is (a), (b), (c) or (d), but 
I suspect the answer might be (d)—all of the above. I have to say that I was not here on Thursday just gone, and it 
appeared that the opposition got all sentimental and had a bit of a reflection on its time in power. I note the 
comments made by the former Premier as he proudly serves out his full term as the member for Cottesloe on the 
back bench. I was particularly intrigued by the comments of the Leader of the Opposition in response to the former 
Premier, the member for Cottesloe, when he said the following — 

… most of the problems were the seeds laid in the first term. He undertook, — 
Referring to the member for Cottesloe — 

as he calls it now, stimulus package, and committed expenditure beyond which in the end we could not 
afford.” 

It is interesting that the Leader of the Opposition, who was Treasurer in that second term, the term that apparently 
had a lack of horsepower, reflected upon the first term. I recall sitting over there listening to the member for 
Riverton reflect on budget after budget of the first term and I want to remind members what the Leader of the 
Opposition said about each budget of which he is so critical of now. I turn to the 2009 budget. I quote the Leader of 
the Opposition. He said — 

In my view, this is one of the best Western Australian state budgets brought down in the last 20 years. 
He said the following about the 2010 budget, and I like this one. I quote — 

This is an excellent budget. It is a budget for the times. It provides stability during uncertain times, and 
these are very uncertain times. 

Then, of course, there was the 2011 budget. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: The 2011 budget has got some fame now, Deputy Leader of the Opposition, because the 
Productivity Commission has highlighted the fact that this is the budget in which the former Liberal–National 
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government assumed across the forward estimates that the GST was going to be fixed and a relativity of 0.75 was 
going to be embedded in the books. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: This is what the Leader of the Opposition said then — 

When looking at a budget, the first questions must be: is it responsible and does it set up the government 
for the long term? This one does that. 

Can I tell members that certainly set up the government for the long term! I turn to 2012. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: This statement is perhaps the highlight—2012—with the Leader of the Opposition reflecting 
on his own expertise. I quote — 

I spent over 20 years looking at budgets, particularly at the state level, both here and around the country. 
This is a particularly fine budget. It focuses on the needs of today while keeping a strong eye on the needs 
of the future. 

Then he goes on and on, including into the second term of the former government. The point I make is this: it is 
interesting that the Leader of the Opposition, of the Liberal Party — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It is interesting that the Leader of the Opposition, of the Liberal Party, whilst now reflecting 
upon the fiscal damage and the legacy left to the people of Western Australia, is now taking the role — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the opposition, I keep warning you and you keep doing it. I call you to order for the 
first time. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It is interesting that the Liberal Party opposition is now taking the role of budget wrecker. Not 
only is it voting against its own budget savings measures in the upper house, but it is also deliberately voting 
against revenue measures made by the government to try to get the finances back on a more sustainable footing. 
But it is good that in this period of stark reflection upon the Liberal Party’s record, it is now finally understanding 
that the legacy it has left, that it knows it has left, is there for all to see. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Yet, we have a Leader of the Opposition happy to walk away from a lifetime of advocacy to 
do nothing but wreck budget measures trying to be enforced by this government. We understand we have to fix 
the mess that the Liberal Party created. 
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